UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE FNS INSTRUCTION 776-7
Food and Nutrition Service REV. 1
Washington, D.C. 20250

ACTION BY: Regi onal Directors
Special Nutrition Prograns

Eligibility of Schools and Institutions
To Participate in School Nutrition Prograns

Cccasionally, applications for participation in the School Nutrition
Prograns may be received fromorgani zati ons that do not clearly neet the

definition of “school.” School Nutrition Prograns include the Nationa
School Lunch Program Comodity School Program School Breakfast Program
and Special M|k Programfor Children. In such cases, the following wll

clarify which types of schools and institutions are eligible.
I ELI G BLE SCHOOLS AND | NSTI TUTI ONS | NCLUDE
A Bureau of Indian Affairs (Bl A) schools operated by the BIA or

under a BIA contract are allowed to participate under the sanme terns and
conditions as all other “schools.”

B Mlitary post schools of high school grade or under operated
by any branch of the Arned Forces on any nmilitary installation in the 50
States or the District of Colunbia, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands,
Guam Anerican Sanpa, and the Commonweal th of the Northern Mari ana
Islands are eligible to participate.

C Departnent of Defense (DOD) overseas schools are authorized,
under Section 22 of the National School Lunch Act and Section 20 of the
Child Nutrition act of 1966, to receive cash and commodity assistance for
operation of the National School Lunch Program and School Breakfast Program
i n overseas dependent schools. A nenorandum of agreenent between USDA and
DOD formalized this and becane effective on March 5, 1980.

D Conbi ned hi gh schools and comunity coll eges are eligible for
participation in the prograns, but reinbursenent nmay be paid only for
neals or mlk served to the high school students in attendance.

E Public or nonprofit private preprimary classes are eligible if
they are recogni zed as part of the educational systemin the State or if
they are conducted in a school having classes of primary or higher
gr ades.
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F Split-session kindergarten prograns in schools that participate in a
neal service program authorized by the National School Lunch Act and Child
Nutrition Act may receive the Special MIk Programfor children attending split-
sessi on ki ndergarten who do not have access to the neal service.

G Nonr esi dential nonprofit child care institutions may participate in
the Special MId Program provided that they do not participate in a nmeal service
program aut hori zed by the National School Lunch Act or the Child Nutrition Act
of 1966.

H Public or nonprofit private residential child care institutions that
have tenporary clientele, such as runaway shelters, are eligible to participate
as long as the institution operates on a continuous basis.

I Nonprofit residential child care institutions and institutions where
both children and adults are in residence. |If an institution primarily serves
and cares for adults, the institution nay participate in the School Nutrition
Prograns if the residing children are located in a distinct part of the
institution (such as a separate wing or area) designated primarily for the care
of children. In such an institution, as well as in an institution which
operates principally for the care of children, but also has adults (persons 21
chronol ogi cal years of age and over) in residence, only those rei nbursable neals
served to children nmay be clai ned for reinbursenent.

J GED prograns or regular high school conpletion programs which
operate during regular school hours in an eligible school may participate in the
neal service. Reinbursenent may be clainmed for nmeals served to the students
attendi ng such prograns in accordance with programregul ations.

Il I NELI G BLE SCHOCLS AND | NSTI TUTI ONS | NCLUDE

A Child care institutions. Except in Puerto Rico, non-residentia
child care institutions (including nursery school) are ineligible to participate
in the National School Lunch Program Commodity School Program and the Schoo
Br eakf ast Program

B Resi dential summer canps that participate in the Summer Food Service
Program for children are ineligible to participate.

C Resi dential child care institutions (RCCls) which operate only on
weekends are ineligible to participate because they do not provide continuous
child care service
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D RCCls which are private but not licensed to provide residentia
child care services under the appropriate |licensing code by the State of
subordinate | evel of governnent are ineligible to participate.
E Private Schools and RCCls which do not have tax-exenpt status under
the Internal Revenue Code are ineligible to participate.
F Job Corps centers funded by the Departnent of Labor are ineligible

to participate.
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Acting Peputy ﬁﬂm:nlstratnr
for Food Stamp Frogram
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